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Inside this issue: 

The holiday spirit is alive in Aumsville. We’ve been mak-
ing plans with our elves Is coordination with Santa.  Be-
cause of the COVID-19 restrictions, our in-person park 
event has been replaced with more virtual and at home 
events.  

Here’s the lineup of holiday festivities: 

New this year:  

Horse Drawn Carolers: Horse drawn carriage lit with hol-
iday lights will carry carolers throughout the neighbor-
hoods singing and spreading the holiday cheer.  More in-
formation to come in December newsletter or watch our 
Facebook page.  

Holiday Decorating Contest: Decorate your home or busi-
ness and enter to win $500. Details on page 4. 

Letters from Santa: Your child will receive a handwritten 
response from Santa. Details on page 2. 

Updates to our regular events: 

Toy Drive: The barrels will be out for collection soon; see 
page 2. 

Toy Raffle: We’ll have a giant stocking filled with toys 
again this year for one lucky family. Instead of the tradi-
tional raffle tickets we’ll use the same list we amassed for 
the newsletter mailing to randomly draw one resident. If 
you need to update your information, call City Hall at 503
-749-2030. 

Santa Visits: Santa is still planning on riding the firetruck 
around town with goodie bags on December 12th; look for 
more details in the December newsletter.   

Tree Lighting: We will be doing a video tree lighting and 
program on December 12th. This will be  broadcast on our 
social media. Watch our Facebook for the announcement 
of the broadcast time.  After this event the tree will re-
main lit in Porter-Boone Park from dusk-dawn through 
the holiday season.  

We look forward to sharing the festive season with the 
community. 

THE HOLIDAY SPIRIT IS ALIVE IN AUMSVILLE 
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AUMSVILLE POLICE TOY DRIVE 

 

Christmas will be here soon, and the 

Aumsville Police Department is once 

again having a toy drive for children 

in need in Aumsville. 

We are gathering new, unopened 

gifts for children. (Cash works too!)  

The gifts will be wrapped and deliv-

ered to children within Aumsville 

city limits.  Your contribution is es-

sential to the continued success of 

this worthwhile program. 

Each year, with the help of Aumsville residents and busi-

nesses, the Police Department has gathered cash and toys 

to provide many children with a merrier Christmas than 

they might have had. They could use some wrapping pa-

per and scotch tape too.   

If you have questions, contact Police Support Specialist 

Brenda Campbell at (503) 749-2188. 

 

 

Toy collection barrels will be placed at the following loca-

tions in early November: 

 

• Police Department   

• Neufeldt’s Restaurant  

• Riverview Community Bank   

• Pizza Peddler  

• Tornado Fitness 

Special Offer from 

 The Pizza Peddler 
325 Main Street 

503-749-1004 

 
Bring in a new, unwrapped toy for the toy 
barrel and receive $4 off a large or $5 off 

a giant pizza.  
 

Not valid with any other coupon or offer. 

LETTERS FROM SANTA 

Santa has assigned a special task to 

Aumsville City Hall. He’s extra busy 

this year at the North Pole and has giv-

en us the task of his correspondence.  

This year City Hall will be returning 

letters to children from Santa.  We are 

excited to provide this special treat to 

the children of Aumsville who are sure 

to be excited to receive the letters.  

Your child can send a letter to Santa a 

few ways: fill out the sheet on the next 

page, fill out the form online, or write a 

letter and send it to City Hall. You can 

also drop these in the drop box outside 

of City Hall. This information needs to 

include: child’s name, age or grade, 

and mailing address. Also include an 

adult contact should staff need to clari-

fy anything.  The online form is here: https://

www.aumsville.us/events/webform/letters-santa-form 

 

This is free and open to chil-

dren who live in Aumsville. 

The deadline for your letter 

to Santa is December 3rd. If 

you send it in after December 

3rd Santa will not have 

enough time to write a reply.  

All replies will be handwrit-

ten to the child and physical-

ly mailed by December 11th. 

While we cannot guarantee 

delivery by Christmas, by 

sticking to this timeline we 

are doing our best to have it 

arrive in time.  

We cannot wait to see what 

Aumsville kids write to San-

ta. If you have any questions, 

call City Hall at 503-749-2030. 
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Dear Santa, 

 

 

  

Name:         Age/Grade:      

Mailing Address:             

Adult Contact Name:        Adult Phone:      
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While we can’t 
hold our regu-
lar Christmas in 
the Park event, 
we still want to 
spread some 
holiday cheer. 
We’re inviting 
the community 
to decorate for 
the holidays. 

Light up your house or business. Non-lighted décor 
counts too. Spread some cheer and enter to win a prize. 

How it works: You decorate your house or business. You 
send in the form or enter online. We add your location to 
a map, so the whole community can drive through to 
check out your holiday spirit on display.  

https://www.aumsville.us/events/webform/holiday-
decorations-form 

Holiday displays can include light displays on the entire 
building, and/or window decorations.  All decorations 
need to be visible from the street. 

Deadline for inclusion in the newsletter is November 
15th. Deadline for inclusion on just the website and in the 
contest is November 30th.  All entries must keep their 
décor up between December 5th and 21st. All form en-
tries will be judged by our anonymous elves. The Grand 
Prize entry will be announced on December 21st. 

 

 

Address:  ______________________________ 

 

Contact Name:___________________________ 

 

Contact Email: __________________________ 

 

Contact Phone:___________________________ 

HOLIDAY DÉCOR CONTEST ENTRY 
FORM  

The City of Aumsville is pleased to 

share the draft Vision 2040. This plan 

draws together years of community 

meetings, public input, and citizen 

feedback into a document which shares 

a collective goal for Aumsville for the 

next twenty years.  

The council is seeking community feed-
back and input on this draft. You can 
view and comment on the plan on the 
website at https://www.aumsville.us/
city-hall/webform/vision-2040-plan-
feedback. If you prefer the feel of paper 
in your hands, contact City Hall and 
we’ll be happy to print you a copy.  
This plan outlines action steps to move 

the city towards the community’s vision 

for Aumsville in 2040. It’s divided into 

six sections, each section dealing with a 

different portion of the community or 

services provided to the community. 

The sections include: Livable Neigh-

borhoods, Vibrant Downtown and 

Healthy Economy, Excellent Public 

Facilities and Infrastructure, Inclu-

sive Events and Celebrations, Public 

Art and Community Branding, & 

Civic Engagement and Communica-

tion.  

We welcome your input on the plan, 
the goals, and the action steps. How 
does this plan align with your vision 
for the future of Aumsville?  

Contact information will not be published; it may be 

used by city staff to clarify your listing. Return 

the printed form to City Hall drop box at 595 Main St. 

or fill out the form online. 

AUMSVILLE VISION 2040  

https://www.aumsville.us/city-hall/webform/vision-2040-plan-feedback
https://www.aumsville.us/city-hall/webform/vision-2040-plan-feedback
https://www.aumsville.us/city-hall/webform/vision-2040-plan-feedback
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Aumsville recently 
lost a landmark.  The 
phone booth on the 
south side of Main 
between 6th and 7th 
has been removed to 
allow paving.  It 
must have been 
there for many years.  
In this era of cell phones, no one seemed to notice when 
the phone itself was removed. 

 

Aumsville Mutual Telephone Company was incorpo-
rated in 1908 by J.E. Lewis, William Strayer and F. J. 
VonBehren.  A copy of this document can be seen in the 
AHS museum.  In 1948-9, the company served more 
than six communities.  There were about 110 Aumsville 
subscribers.  The Mill City office had about 270, but that 
included residents of Lyons, Gates and Elkhorn.  The 
phone numbers consisted of two, three or four numer-
als.  A caller cranked the phone manually to reach the 
switchboard.  The caller gave the operator the desired 
number and she made the connection.  Some phones 
were on party lines.  Other subscribers on the line could 
be reached by turning the crank a designated number of 
short and long rings.  This did not need to go through 
the switchboard.  Subscribers were cautioned to keep 

calls short and not to 
eavesdrop on people's 
calls. 

 

Valley Telephone Com-
pany came into exist-
ence in 1957.  At some 
unknown time, phone 

numbers were assigned two-letter prefixes.  In 1960 the 
letters were changed to numbers.  Aumsville was the 
first community in Oregon to have a seven number sys-
tem for local calls.  Subscribers were informed in writing 
about dial tones and busy signals.   

 

There will be no meetings or museum openings until 
further notice.  For information about AHS, please con-
tact Ted Shepard 503-749-2744 or Karlene Santibanez 
503-749-2585.  AHS would like to express appreciation 
to the first responders and other agencies who fought 
the recent forest fires and to the organizations that are 
assisting those who have suffered losses. 

www.aumsvillehs.com 

 

OFFICIAL BALLOT DROP SITE  
FOR AUMSVILLE AND SURROUNDING AREAS 

 
Aumsville City Hall:  Mon-Fri 8AM-5PM 

595 Main St, Aumsville 
 

Paid Advertisement  
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The following may not be complete minutes from these meetings. You can find the full approved minutes on our website at 

www.aumsville.us/city-council. 

AUMSVILLE CITY COUNCIL MINUTES 

AUMSVILLE CITY COUNCIL 

Minutes – September 14, 2020 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 PM via Zoom 
Conferencing. Council present was: Mayor Clevenger, 
Bambrick, Casarez, Ceja, Ecclestone, Purdy, and Seney. 
Council absent: none. City Administrator Harding (CA 
Harding), Police Chief Schmitz, and City Clerk Rogers (CC 
Rogers) were also present via Zoom. The meeting was vid-
eo recorded to be released later. 

VISITORS: There were 11 online attendees. Login infor-
mation was provided for members of the community to 
listen to the discussion.  

PUBLIC COMMENT: Dayadevi Heart thanked everyone 
who has helped with the wildfire relief efforts. As a whole, 
we showed a unified front. Council thanked her for her 
comments. 

OLD BUSINESS:  
Market Village CA Harding gave an update on the tiny 
market village concept that Council discussed at a work 
session on February 26, 2020. The idea is to enhance our 
Saturday Market and other activities in the park. He pre-
sented drawings of the exterior and floor plan for the 
building. He said that the market village will be in Porter-
Boone Park at the west end of the soccer field. There will 
be five shops, each being 12’x16’ and having its own store 
front. Council consensus was to move forward with this 
project. CA Harding explained how the city has received a 
Community Prosperity grant from Marion County for 
$30,000 and Council dedicated $20,000 in this fiscal 
year’s budget to the project. This $50,000 should be 
enough to complete the project. He also reported that 
staff continues to research and apply for additional grant 
dollars for economic development projects like this. CA 
Harding stated that staff has been working on the plans 
and will start the permitting process with Marion County 
as soon as possible. 

Main Street Landscaping: CA Harding cited that Council 
budgeted $20,000 for street trees and landscaping for 
Main Street and directed staff to develop a plan. He pre-
sented a proposal for the landscape plan at 1st and Main 
St. The proposal shows 16 street trees and 32 shrubs to be 
planted beginning early October with the installation of 
root barrier and water services for irrigation. Digging, 
planting, and bark dust will follow. After some discussion 
about the type of trees and clear vision at the intersection, 
Council consensus was to move forward on the project.  

New City Logo: CA Harding presented Council with sam-
ple city logos and asked them for feedback on which one 

they would prefer. After a brief discussion and casual vote 
was taken, Council concurred to move forward with draw-
ing #1. CA Harding will work with the designer on fine 
tuning and moving forward to finalize the new logo. 
Council authorized CA Harding to begin branding our 
products with the new logo once that’s complete.  

NEW BUSINESS: Council unanimously approved the up-
dates to the Employee Handbook. CA Harding stated that 
some of the changes are due to new laws passed by legis-
lation in 2019. Staff worked with our risk carrier City 
County Insurance (CIS) to ensure our handbook is con-
forming to these new laws.  
 
CITY ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT:  
COVID-19: CA Harding updated Council on COVID-19 
epidemic. The Aumsville zip code area is holding at 37 
positive cases since the beginning of the outbreak. 
 
Wildfire update: Chief Schmitz has been the lead for the 
city on the wildfire efforts. He has assigned one officer to 
assist the Marion County Sheriff’s Department with secu-
rity and other tasks needed in the Santiam Canyon. This 
is through our mutual aid agreement with the county.  
 
CA Harding commented that the city fared well through 
the emergency event. The most difficult issue was mis-
communication or wrong communication of information 
being posted on social media by other entities. He and 
Chief Schmitz worked diligently to sort it all out and get 
the correct information out to the community as accurate-
ly and quickly as possible.  
 
Council discussed the Community Center Kitchen Up-
grade project. We received a $2,000 grant from Pacifi-
Corp to put toward the upgrade. Staff are looking into ad-
ditional grants for this project and are hoping to begin the 
project next year.  
 
CA Harding reported that Public Works is looking into 
replacing the city’s hillside mower that is old and recently 
died. CA Harding stated that he wanted to give Council a 
heads up that this will be coming before them at the next 
meeting.  
 
Youth Council: CA Harding and Mayor Clevenger spoke 
last week and discussed revisiting our Aumsville Youth 
Council (AYC). CA Harding has reached out to and has a 
Zoom meeting set up with the Cascade High school Coun-
selor and Principal for later this week. With their involve-
ment we could make it a learning experience for the stu-
dents in Civics and Public Service by providing some cur-
riculum for the program.  
  
GOOD OF THE ORDER:  
Mayor Clevenger brought up some concerns from citizens 
who have reached out to him. One of those was regarding 
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how police handle calls involving autism. Chief Schmitz 
stated that Officer Bird and Officer Buchholz have both 
taken specific training for working with people with au-
tism. The department has gone through Critical Incident 
Training (CIT) which also touches on aspects of autism. 
He encourages parents to bring children by the police sta-
tion so that they can meet the officers and build a rela-
tionship before something happens.  

Another issue brought to Council was the cost to citizens 
for applying for a variance to our development code. CA 
Harding explained that $600 fee is for cost recovery for 
the expense of hiring a planner to review. He referred to 
the recent code changes that Council approved and stated 
that many of the variance issues from the past were due 
to our old development codes and have been dealt with in 
the recent code updates. CA Harding also stated that 
most of the inquiries simply would not meet the criteria 
of a variance. CA Harding will research the issue and re-
port back to Council.  

The last issue is the poor visibility at the intersection of 
5th and Church Streets and if a 4-way stop could be a pos-
sible resolution. CA Harding stated that they did have the 
city engineer review the intersection. The engineer felt 
that putting a 4-way stop there would actually be more 
hazardous. Chief Schmitz stated there had only been one 
accident at this intersection, and it was a result of road 
rage, not due to clear vision issues. CA Harding said that 
he would revisit it with the city engineer to see if there is 
some countermeasure that he would recommend.  

CORRESPONDENCE:  
Councilor Seney received a letter from a citizen that asked 
she read it at the meeting. The writer addressed their 
concerns regarding Mayor Clevenger’s conduct at meet-
ings and on social media. Councilor Seney read the letter 
then reminded citizens that Council serves at their re-
quest by election and if they don’t care for what any of 
them are doing, they have the right to recall or simply not 
to vote for them.  

Mayor Clevenger read a letter that Council received from 
the Aumsville Exchange Club thanking Council for the 
opportunity to volunteer during the Corn Festival this 
year. Their fundraising brought in $3,174.85 that will go 
to support our community through city programs and 
Exchange programs aimed at preventing child abuse. 
Mayor Clevenger stated that the Exchange Club has done 
a fantastic job volunteering and supporting all of our 
community activities.  

The meeting adjourned without prejudice at 8:41 PM  

AUMSVILLE CITY COUNCIL 

Minutes – September 28, 2020 

The meeting was called to order at 7:05 PM via Zoom 
Conferencing. Council present was: Mayor Clevenger, 
Councilors Bambrick (arrived at 7:15 PM), Casarez, Ceja, 
Ecclestone, Purdy, and Seney. Council absent: None. City 

Administrator Harding (CA Harding), City Clerk Rogers 
(CC Rogers) were also present via Zoom. The meeting 
was video recorded to be released later. 

VISITORS: There were 5 online attendees. Login infor-
mation was provided for members of the community to 
listen to the discussion. There was no public comment. 

Council reviewed and unanimously approved the Septem-
ber 14, 2020 Council meeting minutes.  

NEW BUSINESS: Council reviewed a proposal for the 
purchase of a new mower to replace a hillside mower that 
is more than 25 years old. The equipment has been prob-
lematic for the last few years and has become cost prohib-
iting to try to keep it running. Council unanimously voted 
to approve the purchase of the Ventrac mower with the 
additional boom mowing attachment for $41,152, as pre-
sented by staff.  
 
CITY ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT: COVID-19: CA Har-
ding updated Council on the COVID-19 epidemic. The 
Aumsville zip code area had an approximate 20% uptick 
and we are now at 43 positive cases since the beginning of 
the outbreak. 
 
GOOD OF THE ORDER:  
Mayor Clevenger updated Council on his Africa schedule. 
He also announced an upcoming community group effort 
to put on a fundraiser event for the Santiam Canyon 
Wildfire Relief Fund which will be October 10th in Mill 
Creek Park. They have several fun activities planned: a 
silent auction, costume competition, and trivia games. 
They are also working on a possible growler fill station. 
CA Harding stated that to keep in compliance of City Or-
dinances, Council should make a formal motion and vote 
whether to allow the growler station. Mayor Clevenger 
asked for a motion and Councilor Casarez motioned to 
approve having a growler fill station at the fundraising 
event on October 10th in Mill Creek Park. Councilor Eccle-
stone seconded. Motion APPROVED 6-1: (Yes: Mayor 
Clevenger, Councilors Bambrick, Casarez, Ceja, Eccle-
stone, and Purdy. No: Seney) 
 
The meeting adjourned without prejudice at 7:31 PM
   

COMMUNITY CALENDAR 
• City Council Meeting November 9 via Zoom, 

see website 
• Shut Off Day November 23  9:00 AM 
• City Council Meeting November 23 via Zoom, 

see website 
• Meter Read Day  November 23 
• City Hall Closed November 26-27 
• Mama’s Community Market (formerly 

Aumsville Food Pantry): Thursdays 1-6 PM, 
Aumsville Pentecostal Church, 971-719-5665 
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Local resident, Deanna Cox is hosting the 2nd Aumsville 

Holiday Cheer on Sunday, December 13th at 4:00 PM. This 

event spreads holiday cheer and honors a deserving person 

in Aumsville. Nominations have ended and the winner is 

being chosen by a panel of judges. Due to COVID, this 

year’s event will be a drive-by style. You can RSVP to the 

event in Aumsville Community Connections group on Face-

book. Keep an eye out on Aumsville Community Connec-

tions for more information.   

November special! 
We are offering a one hour  

Introductory massage for $59 
through the end of November. 

 

Let’s face it…….2020 has been a tough year for us all. To 
help our community have an opportunity to relax, unwind and destress we are offering a one hour intro-
ductory massage at a discounted price of $59 through the end of November. We have two amazing mas-
sage therapists who are excited to address your concerns and help you feel better! Our massage room is 
carefully sanitized between each client to provide a safe, healthy environment for you to relax in. 

 

Massage therapy is a treatment approach that involves hands-on techniques to increase circulation, re-
lieve tension, reduce stress, relieve anxiety, improve sleep, and promote relaxation throughout the entire 
body, as well as many other benefits. Massage is a feel-good, relaxing way to manage pain and stress, 
and promote improved well-being.  

 

We are located at 470 Main St. next to Dollar General. Call 503-743-1800 to make an appointment! 

Paid Advertisement  

HOLIDAY CHEER 
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The city and Recology Organics are teaming up to sponsor 
our annual Fall Cleanup Days as a courtesy for the citizens, 
business owners, and city staff of Aumsville – all FREE of 
charge*. 

Drop off 
your leaves 
and yard de-
bris for free 
at Recology.  

 
See the  
October 
Newsletter 
for more  
information 
and details.  
 

Recology Organics 

Aumsville  
8712 Aumsville Hwy  

(.3 miles north of Aumsville Elementary) 

 

FREE Yard of Organic Com-
post  

Fri., Nov. 6th or Sat., Nov. 7th
 

This coupon entitles an Aumsville resident, 
business owner or staff* to pick up, FREE 

OF CHARGE, a load of compost 
 
 

 Questions? 

 Call (503) 749-3117 

Annual City of Aumsville  
FALL CLEANUP DAYS! 

Friday, Nov. 6th and Saturday, Nov. 7th  
8 AM to 4 PM 

OPENINGS ON THE AUMSVILLE  
PLANNING COMMISSION 
 

Two positions on the Aumsville Planning Commission are 

up for appointment. The Commission meets on an as 

needed basis, up to twice a month on the first and third 

Thursdays at 6:00 PM.  

 

The Commission is composed of five members. Planning 

commission meetings are critical to managing the growth 

of the city of Aumsville. Commission members work with 

the city planner, city engineer, staff, developers, business 

owners, and citizens who desire to develop new building 

sites or modify existing ones.  They become educated in 

the area of land use laws, including the city’s develop-

ment ordinance and comprehensive plan. These docu-

ments are part of the decision-making process for orderly 

land use development.  Fitting all the planning pieces to-

gether can be a very exciting process. We hope you will 

want to be a part of planning the growth within our city 

and within our urban growth boundary. 

 

To qualify, you must reside within the city limits or urban 

growth boundary, or be an Aumsville business owner, and 

not be a city employee or other city official. If you are in-

terested, submit an application. You can pick up an appli-

cation at City Hall or find it online at  

https://www.aumsville.us/bc-pc.  

 

The deadline to submit your application is December 9, 

2020. Mail or email the completed application to the at-

tention of the Planning Commission Secretary, City Hall, 

595 Main Street, Aumsville, OR  97325 or 

rcrowther@aumsville.us.  Staff will be happy to answer 

any questions you may have at 503-749-2030.   
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